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TO TRE ' \ 

READER^ 



H E Particulars mentimed in the mfiiing Na 
tivc, are but a /mail part of the GncMances ji 
complained of by the 'People in New England, it 
their three years Opprefsion under Sir E. A. For a mor& 
xountf the '^ader U referred to the Jufiification im 
/volution in New England, Ttihere every particulif 
'Ubitedagainfl Sir Ed. and his Complicesfy the AgemiU 
fent to England, ii by the Affidavits of honefi men : 
firmed. If fotne menfnd themfelves thereby expofed ftt 
jufi 'Hefentments and hdifftation of all true ChrifliitA 
true Englifh-men, they mujl thank themfelves for puUiff, 
fuch wttrue Accounts as that which goes under the nami 
~tptain John Palmers, and that fcandalous Tamp, 
led N. E's Faction dikoveted, fiippofeJ to be urit 
an Implacable Enemy of all good men, andaperfon t 
for Impudence and Lying hdsfea Equals in the World. 1 
vrlnchfollomj being figned by fever al Gentlemen of gt 
Integrity, who Itkewife had a particular knowledge of 
^things by them related, i» therefore ofunijuefiionable Cre 
^Kfbe Vefign in making of it thui pubtick, is to vinSc 
^^Kheir Majejiies Loyd SubjeBs in New England, ana 
^^KVe 4 true <Reprefentation of things unto thofe teht hi 
^^gif falfe ^lotions been impofed on, 

B.N.E. Ai.4. i6fr j^H 
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Aving Received from Mr- Addington by order of the 

CoHKcH and Reprefemathes of the Maffachufetts Colony^ a 

figniBcaiion of rheir defire -, That whereas we were 
Members of the Late Council in the time of Sir Edmond 
'jindroJfesGovernmem, We would give fooie Information of the 

CrievaKces and Mak-adimmftr attorn vinAtT the fame. Uponconfi- 

dcration had thereof, and in anfwer thereunto, we cannot but 

own and declare, that not only our feives, but many others in the fame 

^«fw«(notnow prefentto joyn with us) were of a longtime 

much di/Jatiified and diftOMraged with very many of the Proceedings 
atid Admimfiratiom in the /aid Governmem j and had little reafon 

to wonder that fo great a number of the People were fo too. It 
might well have been expeiSed that the Governour (notfofuc- 
ce^l heretofore) notwithftanding the extraordinarinefs (to fay 
nomore)of many Claufes and Powers in his Commiilionj yea 
the rather and the more, becaufe thereof would have cautioned 
and moderated the Execution of the fame : But to our Great 
Trouble we found it very much oiherwife. Many were the 
things that were accounted Irregular and Grievous therein, far 
from conducing to the Publick Weal of the Territory, and not 
a little to the diflcrvice of the Crown, as tending rather 
to the difiurbing and difaffeding of the Subjeds here, than 
to the furtherance of that chearful Obedience, Loyalty, Love 
and Duty in them.which ought by all good means, to have been 
nourilbed and promoted. And of all this unhappineG, we muft 
reckon the firft flep and in-let to be, that the Governour didCo 
quickly negledtthe great number of the Council,and chiefly ad- 
here unto and Govern by the advice only of a few others, the prin- 
cipal o/'lfcemStr^w^erj 10 iheConmrey, without Ejtates or Imirefi 
therein to oblige them ^perfom of known anddiclared Prejudiceiagatnfi 
#«■, and that had plainly laid their chitfeji Defigns and Hopes to makg 

unreafonabk profit of this poor People. Innumerable were the evil 
Effeas that from hence were continually growing up amongft us ; 

The Debates in Council ifere not fo free m ought to have been,hat toO- 

much over-ru!ed,and a great deal of harftinefs continually expref^ 
fed againft Pcrfons and Opinions that did not plcafe. The Create^ 
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Rigour and Severity vm too often ufeJ towards the foherefi fM 
People, when any thing could be found or pretended againll thi . 
their huaible fubmiflions were iitcle rcgarded,and unxorabkPerj 
cHtms ordered itg^njt them, whiltt in the mean time the mtork 
vicfoufnefs and prof .tnenefs of others met not wlib iht Wke difcotm 

nance, but perfons of fuch a charatSer i\ ei-e put inro places oCb 
finefj and truft. The long fettled m.iinter. ;iice of the Publick ^ 
niftry, even from thole tlur applied ciiemlelves to no other .v, 
of Woriliipibut continued ordinary hearers, could mT be uphe 
byanyaaofAuthjcity providing for the fame, and Schools 
' Learning fo well token care of formerly,were in inoft pbces fal li 
to decay, and many more fuch Uke might be reckoned up. B 
we (liali more efpccidUy inftance farther in the particulars ft 
lowing, as not the leaft. 

I. v^M^yir/i; Itwasas wethought agreatflfght putupon tl 
Council,and to the prejudice of the good People of the Territ 
ry,That whereas at the Governours firft coming a Committ 
appointed thereunto by himlelf,and a full Council had withgre 
care and feveral weeks trouble revifed a very confiderable nur 
ber of Orders and Laws colleiaed out of the feveral Law-Boo! 
ofthefe Colonies found by long experience very needful ai 
agreeable to the good of thefe Plantations, which Laws fo Cc 
leded and Revi(ed,were again prefenced unto, and upon furrh 
advifement approved by the Governour and Counciland pafle 
Yet upon the introducing Mr. iVefi from Nero Torkto be Depu 
Secretary, they were, for what cautes we know not, totally la 
afide, and the People denied the benefit of tliem. And cl. 
Grievance was fo much the greater, and a plainer Indication > 
the feveriry of fome men in their Intended Management 
: things, becaufe on good deliberation there had alfo paHed ; 
Order of Council, That until the Council Ihoutd take furth 
order, the feveral juftices, Town-Officers, and others ihou 
proceed according to former Ufjges, and fuch Local Laws 
the feveral parts of this Dominion, as are not repugnant to tl 
Laws of England, &c. Yet becaufe by virtue of the faid Ord 
fome in Authority have proceeded to put forth their power f 

I the fupport of the MlniUry, and fome others did jultirie the: 
felves in fome actions done by them that were not pleafinj 
1^ hereup* 
L i 
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heijupon when a difcourfe only, and fome debate thereof had 

pafied in Council but whhoHt any reguUr determination made, and 

contrary to the exprefs words of the faid Order, it was Emred 
in the Coumil-Book. concerning it, refoived chat the lame was 
only in Force till thenextSeiTionof the Councilj and 'b deter- 
mined as null of it felf, and that none prefutne to aiS purfuant ro 
fuch Lavi'S as are or fhall be made here. 

2. Whereas the h&. for the Continuing and Eftablifliing of 
feveral Rates, Douesandlmpofts wasoneof chefirft offogreat 
Moment that came out in Form under the Seal of the Territory, 
and was publickly proclaimed, we that were prefent have great 
caufe to remember what trouble and diflatisfaiilion there was 
amongft the Members of the Council concerning the feme. As 
that A£t was framed and urged upon us, *» very conftderable num- 
ber ( a?td IPC believe we were thi Major part ) dijfemed from and ar- 
gued much againft It. And tho the Governor exprefled not a 
little heat and pofitlveneis alledging his inftruiftions, and held 
tiie Council together, unreafonably a very long time about it. 
Yet when we did at laft break up we could not imagine that he 
could take the Bill to be agreed to ■, NevertheUp it ttat thenext 

day (to our-aiondermem) l/ronght in fairly Engrofftd in Parchment^Mid 
qaickiy Signed by the Governour witltOHC any counting of Voices either 

then or the day before, which was the more needful becaufe 
fome did continue ftlU to make their objeiftkjns, others that had 
fpoken againtt the Bill the day before, declaring their adherence 
to what they had then faid ; and many more under fo great dis- 
couragement and difcountenance, as was manifefled fitting filent, 
which we are lure in the regular paffing of Laws can never be 
reckoned for a confent. 

5. The Way and Manner ufed afterwards of propofing and 
pamng all Laws was very uncertain and unequal, not anfwerable 
to the Nature of fo great a Power, nor to the largenefs of the 
Territory that was to be obliged by them, or to the Number of 
tlffi Concellors appointed therein 1 forafter a little while there 
were no fet times appointed or given notice of for the making 
ofLaws, that fothcMcmbersoftheCouncU mightattend in a 
felJer number CO be helpful therein. Bills of die greateft con- 
cernment 
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cemment were ofually firft confulted and framed in private, and 
fo unexpecftedly brought into Council at any time, and then our 
work too was often under great difadvantages.not to advife free- 
ly atid confuk about the making of a Law thought neceflary but 
to maintain a fort of Conteft in oppolition to a very inconve- 
nient one, too far promoted and engaged in already ; and above 

all, there WMmver anyfuir tvxy of t akipg AndcOMnmgthe number 
of the Comceliors confenting *nd dtjfentin^y that fo the Majority 
might be known in any matter that admitted of any condder- 
able reafonings and debates, by reafon whereof both Laws and 
other Orders and Refolutions might be fet down as pafled 
by the Council, which ought not to have been. And when ic 
hath been ( as often it was ) exprefly and earneftly prayed when 
matters of greater moment than ordinary were in hand, that 
the Debate and Refolucionof them might be put off" till a ful- 
ler Council of Members from other feverai parts of the Do- 
minion might be Convened, fuch motions were ever dificcepr- 
ed, and entertained with no little difplacency ; fo that ic might 

bs too truly affirmed., that in efeSl four or five perfoni, ayjd thofe not 
fo favourably inclined and Sfpofed m n>ere to be wifiiedfor^ bear the 
Jinle over, and gave Lam to a Territory the largefi and moft con- 
fiderable of any belonging lo the Dominion of the Crown. 

4. In purfuance of tills Way and manner of palling Laws above 
expfefled, there were two in foecial that came forth, whicli 
we are fure in fuller and freer Councils would have had a full 
flop put to them; viz.. Firfi, Tlie Adt for Regulating the 
Choiceof feleiS Men,<:^c. wherein the Liberty of Towns to 
meet for the managing of their Publick Affairs referring to their 
Common Lands, and all other their concernments, whicli they 
had enjoyed for fo many years, to their great benefit,' was moft 
unreafonably rcftrained to once a year, and all other Convening 
of Inhabitants as a Town Meeting upon any pretence or colour 
whatfoever, was ftridtly forbidden ; And the other Ad was 
that intituled, An A^ requiring all Matters of Ships or VefTels 
togivefecurity, in which there were fuch reflraints laid upon 
all perfons from Tranfporting themfelves freely (as their occa- 
fions might call) oat of the Territory, That ic would have 

been 
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been ameer Prifon wall that fliouU be found therein, and fuch" 
Bond required of all Ships and Veilels (extending in the practice 
even to Shallops and Wood-Boats) as would quickly have in- 
tolerably difcouraged, if not ruined the Trade thereof ^ and all 
without any other ordinary general benefit of the faidAd, but 
the filling feme inens Pockets with Fees : And (as it might be 
thought fioitt the time of moving for this A(5l, which was when 
Captain Hnuinnfon was already gone, and Mr. A-Uther was kpown 

to ^e iWcMflin^ /or England) the obfiruiiing of fnch mem gang home 
AS were Ukdy there to mak^juft Complawts, and feek^Redrefs of Pub" 

IkkGrievances-ydXid when til is Aft had been ftrenuoufly oppofed 
in Council here at Bo^on, where it was more than once vehe- 
mently urged, and as often denied, ir wm carried tu far as New 

York, andthereanopportiimtyfoHndfor the obtamngofit. 

5. The great matter of Properties and Titles to our Lands is 
the next to be infilled on, His Majefty that granted the Charter 
did fully invert the Patentees with Right to the Soil throughout 
the whole Limits thereof, and here on the place, the Right of 
the Natives was honefUy purchafed from them. The DifpofiJ, 
Diftribution, and Granting of Lands by the Patentees, who were 
alfo incorporated, and made a Body Politick, was in fucli a plain, 
ready, eafie way, without any charge to the Planters, as in the 
Settlement of fo large a Countrey was thought to be moft agree- 
able : And fo much of a publick fpirit and defign were thofe 
Noble Gentlemen, that (though well they might) they fettled 
not one iingle Penny of fervice or acknowledgment to them- 
felves and Heirs in any of their Grants, a thing fo felf-denyine 
and worthy, that few Inftances can be given of the like. AU 
which nocwichfianding, and the Poffeffions, Defcents and Va- 
luable Purchafes of fo many years that have pafled Jince, The 

-Covernour and thofe he adhered to, refohed and praSHftd to taak^ 
I ail met!! Titles in effcEi quite Kit/land void. The purchafing of the 

"Natives Right, was made nothing of, and next to a Ridicule. 

Xbe Enjoyment and Improvement of Lands not inclofed, and 
JfSpecialiy if lying in common amongft many was denied to be 
Fpofleffion-, it was not enough that fome men that thought it 
PiConvenient, and were both willing and able, did take Confir- 

iracions of their Lands, tiie numbers of whom in time might 

have 



J-ili 

have been a confiderable gain to thtm \ hru. nothing wohU fa- 

Ifjfie nnkfs nil in gener.'l might be compelled fo to do ; hence thofethat 
refu/edwere deeUred !ntraders upon His M-ijejty^ M/dpnc in fear of 
.having their L-i»ds granted unto Jha/'gers. Many were Solidced, 

\nd Encouraged co Petition for other mens Lands, and had a 
ihameful Example fet thembyfome of the chief Contrivers of 

all this Mifchief. Whenfome men have i ecitsoned/w a confirmation 
of their own Landsy ti part of ihefe oulyw^ offered to be granted to 

them, and another part denyed. Norcould any mans own Land be 
confirmed to him, without a particular Surveyof every partand 
parcel of them firft raade, the great charges whereof, and of 
other Fees to be taken would have been to moft men Infupport- 

able: Tea it hath by fame been computed that all the money in the 
Comtrey would not fuffice to patent the Lands therein contained. 

And yet farther, a confiderable quit-rent to the King was to be 
Impcfed apon alt Lands, chough already a conftant yearly Tax 
for the fupporc of the Government had been laid on them. 

jindfor all this moft unreafonable vexation to a Laborious and 
InduftrioQS people, the only Ground pretended was fome defeiSs 
and wants of form and due manner alledged to be in the way of 
the difpoiing and conveying of all Lands from the Patentees to 
the Townlhips and People here i which whatever it amounted 
to might have been eafily remedied, either by an application and 
reprefeotation to the King for the obtaining a General fettlemeat 
ot all properties ( which would have been highly Worthy and 
Generousfor the Governour to have engaged in, on behalf of 
the People ) or by fome other ways that were propofed. Buc 
notbingbut the way of particular Patenting as abovelaid could 
prevail. Inprofecution whsreof all Atiiions intended upon In- 
formations of Intrufions in His Majefties behalf, or between old 
Proprietors and new Grantees muft have had their DecKion at 
the Ordinary Courts of Common Law here upon the Place 
where matters of Equity and of a Conlideration Tranfcendingall 
ordinary Cafes coold not have a proper Cognizance and due In- 
^uence in the Decilion, Determination and Judgment. 

6. Though fufficient Courts of Juftice were appointed, and 
held iR[thi Ceveral Counties for the Tryal of all Ofieaders, yetit 
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t»/« too f fluent upon more pdrticHlar Mfplcafare to fetch up perfont 
from very remote CokntieJ before theGovcrnsar and CoH/tcit m Bo^on 

( who were the higheft, and a conftant Court of Record and Ju- 
dicature J not to receive their 1172! but only to be examiued 
there, and fo remitted to an Inferior Court ro be farther pro- 
ceeded againft' The Grievance of which Court wm exceeding grcat^ 

for hereby not only the Charge, was made Exceflivc upon fuch 
perfons by the mtorioi*t exaBiom of the Meffenger^ the Secreta- 
ries Fees for Examination, &c. But thefe Examinations 
ihemfelves were unreafonably ftriift, and rigorous and very un- 
dueiyenfnaring to plain unexperienced men. -^nd the Tryals - 
offevera!, were by this means over-ruled to be at Bofton, andj 
not in the proper Counties, and were otherwife fofar prejudgi ' 
as to be rendred lefs equal. 

The Extraordinary Oppreflive Fees taken in all tnattersby iq* 
digenc and exafting Officers, thefe were at the firft for a Ion p 
time Arbitrarily impofed and required without any colour of atl ' 
Eftablillimentof them by the Council. Afterwards a Com- 
mittee was appointed, to bring in a Table of Fees, that jpent 
a long time without finiihing any thing, the reafon whereof was 
hGCdaieiomeihtttxtiefpEcially the DepHty Secretary Weft, inlifted 
upon Fees, much more extraordinary than fotne others could 
confent to. In conclufion ; There was a Table of Fees drawn 
up to be prefented to the Council, and figned by fome of the 
Committee, one of whom (whofe Subfcriprion is to this Paper) 
declaring expreHy, that by his Signing he did no otherwife 
agree, but only that it might be prefenred to the Council, to do 
therein as they (liould fee caufe,who alfo when it was fo prtfenred 
to theCouncil,declared that many of the particulars in that Table 
contained were unreafonable, and ought to be abated, and of 
this mind weremany others- But the Entry after the ufual man- 
ner was an approbation thereof. 

I'^fiht As to thofe Greut Jeulou/ies Ani SufpicioKS of Sttiilter 
Defigns in the Govermw as to our Trouhtes by the Indidns, tVe hav^ 
to fay. That although divers things too uncertaini if not untrue, 
have been too eafily reported and fpread concerning him, a pra- 
flice which fome of us have formerly with no little prejudice to 

our 
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cur felvfS difconntenanced and bom Teflimony againft ; yet 

thtre hdve not wanted fome other partiailars that might give too 

ireat agronndfor the fame. The principal of them (as far as we 
nave any knowledge of things of that kind} are thefe. 

The Govemours Seizing and Taking avi^ay the Goods of Moun^ 

fiewr St. Caftineo/ Penopfcot, the Summer before the War 
ibroke forth, which thing hath been efieemed not a little to 
have ftirred ap and furthered the fucceeding Troubles. . The 
Govemours not haftening his Return to Bofton when thefe 
Troubles were adually begun,but lengthening out his Tarrience 
to places fo remote till the Hoftility of the Indians ^znA the great 
Mifchieft thereof were too for advanced. That during his ab- 
fcnce, he was not pleafed Efficiently to impower and inftradt 
any to aft things neceffary for the (afety of the out Plantations 
and the Profecution and Suppreffion of the Enemy, tho' he had 
fpeedy and true Accounts from time to time fent him of all 
that happened. That all that was done to this purpofe in a cafe 
of fuch neceffity, either by the Lieutenant Govenour> or by the 
Juftices of Peace, and Military Officers in many places, by fe- 
curing and difarming of Neighbouring Indians^ fetting up Ward- 
ing and Watching, Garrifoning feveral houles for the fecurity 
ofthe Inhabitants, efpecially the Women and Children, in cafe 
of fudden Inroads and Surprizings that might be, fending fome 
relief of men to fome places that were moft in danger, and alfo 
what was done by thole Members of the Council that were at 
BoFlon in conjundion with the Commander in chief left ia 
the Fort there, who raifed and fent fome Forces to Cafco-Bayy 
where greateft harms were done. We fay, that all that was 
thus done, was fo extreamly difapproved of by the Governour 
upon his Return back from Albany and New rorky and an un- 
accountable difpleafure manifefted againft all perfons that had 
fo aded, and that he was ready to call them to an account as 
high Offenders for the fame, and refiifed a long time, tho' much 
folicited, to give any Order concerning the Souldiers fent to 
Cafcoy either for the continuance of them there, where they 
were very neceflary, or for their dimiflion home. Unto all 
which may be added the Govemours fending Meflengers both 
John Smith the Quaker from Albany ^znd foon after Major Mac^ 
er^gory to Keybeck upon fuch Errands and Bufinefs as were not 
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communicated and laid open to the Council. And further, A« 

ReUfe loid fating at liberty fundry Indians chat were in hold, fome 
of them kjtffan Enemiei to the Englifh, and particularly obieiJicd 
againft by feveral of the Council, and that wichout any exchange 
of our Bn^iipt Captives tlien in the Enemies hands. 

Thefe are the chief Matters which upon thisoccafion (with- 
out any undue Prejudice againft any man, or defigo to juftifie 
the dekds of our lelves in the performance of our own fhares 
of duty, but in anfwer to the defire fignified to us as above ) 
we have to let forrh, profefling truly that by fuch a ftate of 
things as we had tiie experience and feeling of; The Places 
that we held were rendred exceeding uneafie to us, and that out 
of a fincere refpeiS to the Profperity of thefe Their Majefties 
Plantations! we could not but be very defirous that through 
the Favour of God and our Superiors, all due Rcdrels might in 
a good happy feafon be obtained; and the way of Governing 
£nsiijh Subje<Ss in Their Majefties Dominions without an Af- 
fembly of the Peoples Reprefeotatives baniflied out of a World 
for ever. 



Soifon in Ne^ Englmdy 
Jan. -Lj. itfjo. 



WtBittm Stoughtorty 
Thomdt HimkUyf 
Wart. Wimhrop, 
Barthol. Gedney^ 
Sumuel Shrimpton. 
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